
St. Maarten and the Man of War Shoal Marine Protected Area

On December 30th 2010 the Minister of Tourism and Economic Affairs the 
Honorable Mr. Franklin Myers signed a major step towards marine environmental
protection and conservation in general for the country St Maarten when he 
approved the establishment of the Man of War Shoal Marine Protected Area, the 
Caribbean’s youngest MPA.

The boundaries of the Marine Park are between 18 N and 17 -57.0 N and 63 -
01.03 W and 63 -04.05 W, in an area better known as “the Proselyte Reef 
Complex ".  This area includes the island’s most ecologically and economical 
important marine habitat, including extensive coral reef areas and seagrass 
beds. This area was chosen to be a priority for official conservation because of 
its intrinsic ecological, economic and cultural value. The Man of War Shoal 
Marine Park is a home and migratory stop over or breeding site for 3 IUCN Red 
List Species, 10 CITES Appendix I species and 89 Appendix II species. It is an 
area with a relatively healthy population of marine mammals including migratory 
whales and dolphins, numerous species of shark, sea turtles and numerous fish 
species. Studies have shown that biodiversity in this area, particularly coral reef 
density, is high and the economic goods and services which the ecosystem 
provides are in excess of fifty million dollars annually. The establishing of the 
Man of War Shoal Marine protected Area was also in accordance with the 
Specially Protected Areas of Wildlife (SPAW) Protocol and with the Federal 
Decree on Maritime Management. 

 “We have been working very hard for very long to realize Marine Environmental 
Protection for St. Maarten, and now, with the hard work and guidance of 
especially the Department of Civil Aviation, Shipping and Maritime Affairs and 
through the appointment of the Honorable Minister Myers, Country St. Maarten 
has its first National Park, a protected area which will not only seek to protect 
natural marine habitat but which will also enhance St. Maarten as an 
environmentally sustainable tourism product”, commented Nature Foundation 
Marine Park Manager Tadzio Bervoets.



The Man of War Shoal Marine Protected Area is managed by the Foundation for 
the Management and Conservation of Nature on Sint Maarten (short: Nature 
Foundation St. Maarten), which was established in January 1997 with the 
objective to enhance the environment through proper management, education 
awareness and protection. The St. Maarten Nature Foundation is the 
management authority of the Man of War Shoal Marine Park, the island’s first 
national park and all of St. Maarten dive sites. Tourist activities are concentrated 
on the south and eastern side of the island where the Marine Park is located, 
where the dive sites Molly Beday, Pelican Rock, Hen and Chicks, and Cow and 
Calf as well as the Proselyte Reef Complex are located. These areas embody 
some of the last pristine marine locations on the island, with excellent diving. This
area also constitutes an important breeding ground for marine birds, fish, sea 
turtles, queen conch and other marine life. The Nature Foundation manages and 
installs all dive moorings on the Dutch side of the island.

The Nature Foundation also actively manages the St. Maarten Sea Turtle 
Program. Every year during turtle nesting season (March to November) data is 
recorded on the three species of turtles that nest on our beaches; the 
Leatherback, Hawksbill and Green sea turtles. Patrols are carried out daily to 
monitor for laying turtles, turtle tracks, and any activity which could prove 
detrimental to nesting activities. The Foundation also monitors sea turtle nest 
development and hatchery success and engages the public in outreach and 
education programs.

The marine environment of St Maarten includes more than 20km2 of globally
threatened  coral  reef  as  well  as  seagrass  and  mangrove  ecosystems.  St
Maarten’s marine environment is a home and migratory stop over or breeding
site for 3 IUCN Red List Species, 10 CITES Appendix I species and 89 Appendix
II species. The beaches and waters attract approximately 2 million visitors a year,
creating employment for 85% of the islands population. Tourism and the marine
industry contribute $500 million and $30 million to the economy respectively and
both  depend  on  the  health  of  St  Maarten’s  marine  resources.  The  Nature
Foundation  also  has  an  educational  program  to  stimulate  marine  and
environmental awareness in the schools. 

The Nature Foundation is a non-governmental/non-profit organisation consisting
of  a  Manager,  Chief  Marine  Park  Ranger,  Marine  Park  Ranger,  and  Office
Manager. The staff is supported by a Board consisting of five members.

As mentioned the Man of War Shoal Marine Park also includes Proselyte Reef, 
which was named after the HMS Proselyte, a 32 gun frigate which struck the 
“man of War Shoal” on September 4th 1801. Artifacts such as large anchors, 
cannons, barrel hoops, cannon balls, and pottery are still evident on this popular 
St. Maarten Dive site.  The site is also considered a Marine Archeological 
treasure.



St. Maarten is the smallest island in the world to be shared by two nations, the 
Kingdom of the Netherlands and France, creating a European-influenced vibe 
with a Caribbean flair.  As “the culinary capital of the Caribbean,” St. Maarten 
offers an eclectic array of cuisine fusion for food lovers with more than 365 
restaurants, one for each day of the year to satisfy the tastes of every palate and 
pocketbook.

Located at the northern end of the Lesser Antilles, the island’s 37 square miles 
has 37 breathtaking beaches and is home to many historical and family-oriented 
attractions.  During the day, water sport enthusiasts can take full advantage of 
the island’s scuba diving and snorkelling facilities.  The capital of Philipsburg 
offers duty-free shopping with a bustling city atmosphere, while 14 casinos and 
numerous nightclubs provide endless entertainment.

Accommodations are varied and include elegant private villas, family oriented 
resorts, quaint cottages and luxury spa resorts.  Air service is available to 
Princess Juliana International Airport from numerous U.S. and Canadian cities as
well as from Europe, South America and the Caribbean.


