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The Protocol on Specially Protected Areas and
Wildlife in the Wider Caribbean (SPAW):

Florida Keys National Marine
Sanctuary
- A SPAW listed site Identification
Country: USA
Name of the area: Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary
Administrative region: Florida
Date of establishment: 1/1/1990
Geographic location:
Longitude X: -81.807404
Latitude Y: 24.55212
Date of listing under SPAW: 23 October 2012

Contacts:
Contact adress: Regional Science Coordinator NOAA's National
Marine Sanctuaries Southeast, Gulf of Mexico and Caribbean
Region 4700 Avenue U, Building 216 Galveston, Texas 77551 Tel:
(409) 621-5151 x109
Website: http://floridakeys.noaa.gov
Email address: W.Kiene@noaa.gov

Introduction
The Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary extends approximately 220 miles southwest from the southern tip of the Florida
peninsula. Located adjacent to the Keys’ land mass are spectacular,
unique, and nationally significant marine environments, including
seagrass meadows, mangrove islands, and extensive living coral
reefs. These support rich biological communities possessing extensive conservation, recreational, commercial, ecological, historical, research, educational, and aesthetic values that give this
area special national significance.
They are the marine equivalent of tropical rain forests, in that they
support high levels of biological diversity, are fragile and easily
susceptible to damage from human activities, and possess high
value to humans if properly conserved. The marine environment

of the Florida Keys supports over 6,000 species of plants, fishes,
and invertebrates, including the Nation’s only coral reef that lies
adjacent to the continent, and one of the largest seagrass communities in this hemisphere.
Attracted by this natural diversity and tropical climate, approximately four million tourists visit the Keys annually, where they
participate primarily in water-related sports such as fishing, diving,
boating, and other activities.

SPAW criteria met
Ecological criteria
¨ Representativeness
þ Conservation value
¨ Rarity
¨ Naturalness
þ Critical habitats
¨ Diversity
¨ Connectivity/coherence
¨ Resilience

Cultural and socio-economic criteria
þ Productivity
¨ Cultural and traditional use
þ Socio-economic benefits

Cartagena Convention Protocol of 1999
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Site description
General features of the site
Size: 99467 sq. km
Terrestrial surface under sovereignty, excluding wetlands:
3824 sq. km
Wetland surface: 266 sq. km
Marine surface: 9947 sq. Km
National status of your protected area: National Marine
Sanctuary
Marine ecoregion: 70. Floridian

Management structure, authority
NOAA’s Office of National Marine Sanctuaries.

Management plan
Formal management plan documents that describes in detail the
management framework of the sanctuary have been published:
http://floridakeys.noaa.gov/management/welcome.html
Formulation and approval of the management framework.
Mention how the management
framework was formulated, e.g. by an expert team and /or
under consultation and/or participation with other institutions
or stakeholders. State the legal status of the management
framework, whether it is officialized, and how, and if it is binding
for other institutions and sectors involved in the area.
The establishment of the Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary
(FKNMS) began with an act of the US Congress in 1990. What
followed was a vigorous designation process that culminated in
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and the
State of Florida jointly undertaking the implementation of the
sanctuary in 1997.
This resulted in the first marine area in the US to embrace
management at the ecosystem scale and to implement a
network of restricted-use zones in the ocean. This initial zoning
plan was modified through a public comment process.

Main fauna populations and/or those of particular
importance present (resident or migratory) in the area:
The South Florida and Florida Keys region contains one of
North America’s most diverse assemblages of terrestrial,
estuarine, and marine fauna.
The area has mangrove-fringed
shorelines, mangrove islands, seagrass meadows, hardbottom
habitats, thousands of patch reefs, and one of the world's
largest coral reef tracts, which create one of the most
complex ecosystems on Earth that houses thousands of
animal species.
Bisecting the region is the Florida Keys, which serve as a
partial biogeographic barrier between the warm-temperate
waters of the Gulf of Mexico and the tropical to subtropical
waters of the Atlantic Ocean. This division has resulted in a
marine ecosystem with fauna components that are found in
both the warm-temperate and tropical Caribbean.

Inhabitants inside the area or in the zone of potential direct
impact on the protected area:
Permanent 80,000, 2003 data. Seasonal number (additional to
permanent) ~3 Million (visitors & non-permanent residents).
Inhabitants within the zone of potential direct impact on the
protected area Main human settlements and their
populations : Permanent 77817, Seasonal 56635, 1996 data.

International status and Date of designation
Biosphere reserve: No
World heritage site (UNESCO): No
Others: World Heritage Site in Danger: No
SPAW Site : 2012

PA LISTING : www.spaw-palisting.org

Links

CaMPAM : http://campam.gcfi.org/campam.php
UNEP-CEP : www.cep.unep.org/
SPAW-RAC : www.car-spaw-rac.org

